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Notes on Mrs - Franklin* s Speech - "A FpR. :? .IT. Nursery*. 


Krs« Franklin said that before Miss V'aeon had called h*r 
attention to it* she had not realised that thir was the Plat 
Annual Conference of the Far ants T National Educat ional Union, 
hiss Mason had -aid that she ought to he pleased to t^ink it 
had reached 3kts maiority, because the Annual Conference ws a 
"her child 1 ’- The Conference was, of course* the utcorae of the 
Union* wh * ch had long passed its majority* It was thirtv Tears 
since "Home Education 11 had beers written* 

Before putting together the thoughts that she wanted to 
give that morning, she had riven herself the unusual pleasure 
of looking through the early volumes of the "Parents 1 Review". 
Few magazines would stand re-reading* but these old volumes 
had made her late in going to bed, and would have mede her late 
in getting up, if she had not had It bits of punctuality formed 
as a child- Tn some ways the reading made one feel depressed? 

ft * 'i 

all the newest idea s - t thoughts which had gone to make 
Baby Vfaak - were there* Even the suggestion that we should 
not leave it too late to discuss the all important questions 
of sex and purity with our children; even the idea of 
introducing the Parents* Union School programme into 


i 


2 . 


elementary schools, were the^e* T hi=> had now been realised and 
the hope that the principles of the Union* night penetrate to all 
parts of the world; this, too, had been realised when a branch 
was formed in Hew Zealand and correspondence opened up with Japan, 
etc - At the Ba by Week Exhibition one saw the latent thing in 
hygienic garments for children; they were lust what the more 
advanced and more eccentric members of the Union bed hs^ for their 
children twenty-five vehrs ago. Years ago, again, the Hyde Park 
Branch hr-d had a lecture on "Open windows in the Bedroom". In 
disussion If appeared that members thought there would be a great 
danger of burglars! VJe bar! progressed on the physical aide at 
least - 

But perhaps one was inclined to ask:- w Why did it not go 
more- quickly?" . No good thing grew rapidly and had it not taken 
50 years and a war for medical women to come into their own for 
instance? 

?* r e need not be depressed by our slow rroFres^ ; indeed we had 
every reason to thank God and rejoice, but it was well to 
realise, and to make chi Xdr n realise when learning history, that 
the mills of God grind slowly, but they grind exceeding well". 

The Union had always been equally for both parents , but 
until lately most of the up-bringing of children was left to the 
mother. Now, however, young fathers were coming Into their o^n. 
Fathers and mothers were beginning to think more seriously 





These roung parents were not going to lose their opportunity, 
but this did not mean that the worV of the Union was ended; they 
would need help* 

The dangers in their path - the difficulties of the modern 
nursery were not the same as those of 90 years ago, but they came 
probably from the same initial fault* Now, as then, people wanted 
a re: dy-made recepe for turning out a human being- Education w-s 
not a science, but s philosophy and at the moment there seemed a 
danger that parents might become 8 lit f l9 too scientific; they 
wer c afraid to trust to their natural instincts at all. !'any babies 
were not allowed to be biased now. Long ago, hiss Pas cm had 
Tore shadowed this, but she had a prinoirle behind it. It was not 
of physical welfare that che was thinking* She sail:- H T thirit 
the old-fashioned method of little children ourteeying and biasing 
the hand of the elder as they comeinto the room, prevents self- 
:onsci usneas . ft She also added, "It puts the lady visitor in her 
place j she cannot be admiring and tailing about the child when 
that child is showing her deference”* The underlying thought in 
her mind, howev r, was to save the child from self -o’onse lom ness . 
Children of the moment were very self -cons clous , became they were 
much talked of and studied and they knew it* 

At lest habit formation had been recognised as a very 
important part of education. It ha' even become an obsession- 
A modern mother would say:- "I would rather do anything than let 
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the child cry; 1 can't allow him to get the* trying habit' " . 
This might mean putting the child in an environment where 
there was no chance of being naughty, and it would pr vent 
Him from becoming a strong and independent character. Parents 
should remember that endurance and struggle encourage growth. 

In 1PP7 Vies rason said:- 





* 




Mothers did not as a rule have to urged to talc© and interest 

keep 

in their children now-a-days; rather, they ought to hsxr in mind 
that the burden of motherhood must be borne as a Spanish w-man 
bears her pitcher - gracefully, easily and with head erect. 

Mothers must not be over anxious or always tied to their children: 
there was such a thing as masterly inactivity . 

Just now there was a cry for children's freedom, hut this 
must not degenerate into the indulgence of whims. It was a 
mistake to be too individual in education. The motto of the 
Parents 1 Union was;- "1 am, I can, T ought, 1 wil], T that is, 

M 1 am a hum.an^being with some of the Divine in : therefore, ! 
can achieve; I ought because it is expected of me ; T will 
because it is my duty 1 * . Perhaps a modern child would be prone to 
read the motto thus:* W T am Anno Lush ton (T should have said 
Dorothy twenty-five yea?^e T can because T am Anne Tushton; 

I ought because T am Anne Lushton: T will because I am Anne 
Lushton.” 

There was a delightful description in "Home Rducation" 
of long hours spent by a child with nature, but one must not 
forget that it is enough for the child to take in these pictures, 
sensations and memories and that he should not be given the 
difficult task of describing what he felt. That would come with 
the school age. 

was 

To train the ear, it is really not necessary to use ugly 






f. 


apparatus, when we have the notes of a bird* the song of the 
river, or even the eound of different foot ■"‘Steps or Jl 

the rolling of two-wheeled and four-wheeled vehicles nlong 
the road. r, 'e should not talk much to children, but* Jet 
nature be their nurse”. 

As a child’s body ?rew with f °°^ * 80 ^ind grow 
with ideas - thought kindled thought. We wanted a c hlV 1 to 
be heroic; then we must feel his mind with stories of heroes 
a- embodied in literature and history. 

We ell longed for the friendship of our children. This 
did not depend on being constantly together, but there must 
be interests in common, and delightful memories to recall. 

Modern parents wanted quick results, and were apt to 
tell their children wtr t to third: and feel, but this was 
dangerous. They did not enough respect the personality of 
their child. The war had shown ir what men and women were 
capable of - both out at the front and here at home . n; e 
had been surprised - sometimes in our own children, V® asked 
ourselves w hnve we ever really known our own children- do 
we ever know another human being?" Parents rarely succeeded 
in asking their children into their ideal; they were anxious 
and must b© anxious to bring out the best that Sod intended 
them to be, but this could not b© accomplished by moulding 
or pruring in, but by feeding the child’s mind on a wise 
diet of good thoughts and of greet lo^e. W© must remember 
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that "exoept the Lord build the house, we labour in vain who 
build it". 

Vany parents had the fear that Yeats expressed in Ms 
"Cradle Song":- 







was 

Something more than thi^ fir at love is needed to keep 
our children^ friendship than thie fire t- love - there must 
alec be, knowledge, interest and prayer. 
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